Discovering a
Senselet Place
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DISCOVERING A SENSE OF PLACE:
DISCUSSION COURSE DESCRIPTION

SESSIOH THEME

A Sense of Place

Responsibility to

Living in Place

Bullding Local
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DESCRIPTION

Wendell Berry, America’s best-known bioregionalist,
says I you don't know where you are, yow don't knoy
whoyowore. With a sense of place, your identity
Isdefined- toa significant extent- by the natural
features of the place you live. Without a sense of
place, whatw ll fill the vold?

There Is a difference between lving on the land and
dwelling [n It-understanding tts rinthmes, Its potential,
and tts limitts. Those who develop intimacy with a
place over time tend to accept responsibilitty for

Your bloregion is a unlque place with s own
watershed, solls, climate, plants, animals, and history.
How much do you know about (17

Liwimg bn place means consclously try ing to satisfy
your needs and find your pleasures inyour local
bloreglon and working to assure the long-term health

of the bloregion.

Mapping can be leamed by local growps and

indiv iduals to ghve a new sense of place. A typical
map shiows political subdivisions and transportation
rowtes. A bloregional map delineates reglons based on
watersheds, dimate, and plant types-and helps people
relate to their natural surroundings.

A bloreglonallst assumes responsibility for the health
and continuity of a place, not only ts natural featuras,
bt also the social bonds of its people.

Know ing a place can insplre and empower one to take
action to preserve it or take part In s restoration.
How Important |s indhvideal and group action in

mpdern soclety?

READINGS

““*Liwing Whare You Lrva” by Hannah Hodmas
*Tha Sanse of Place” by Wallaca Stagnar
“Evarybody’s Ditch” by Robert Pyle

“Thea Spirit of Place” by Wads Davis

“In Praiza of Homatoans" by Mary Piphar

“My Empty Lot” by lasaph Kastnar

“Tha Land Ethic” by Aldo Leapold

"Radiscov ery of North America™ by Barry Lopex
“Homaplse® by Scott Russall Sandars

“Motas onLiving Sanply in tha City™ by Mariky n'Walkar

“Initiation” by Tom Jay

“Whare Currents Marge” by Staea Ichnson
“Wallay of Long Grasscs” by Pator Boag
“Saurvia [sland” by Florenoa Riddle
“Geology of Portland”™ by Marshall Gannatt

*Thea Palitics of Placa” by Daniel Codaman

*Spoaking for Douglas Fir® by Gary Smpdar

*Crafting Matiraness" by Jaff Bidchart

“Gardening at tha Seam” by Judith Larner Lowry

“Thara's Mo Spacalization like Homa™ by John Bullard
“Rawaaving Dur Soul Connectsonwith Food™ by Paul Conrad

“Mapping tha Bicsphard” by Gene Marshall
“Mapping tha Sacrod Placas” by lan DoBlicw
“Haiza tha Gates™ by Sabrina Marlo

“Tha'Wabof Lifa" by Scott Bussall Sandars

“Homae is Othar Peopla” by Mary Piphar

“A'Watarshad Runs Through You™ by Freeman Housa
“Community-Besed Restoration” by Christine Schnaidar

" rean Architect Falls in Low e with FrogSong Cohousing™
“Halp Groups™ by Stewa'Whitson

*Making a Diff erence” by Katrina Shealds
“Tha Powar of Ona” by Sharif Abdulish
“Making tha Commaction” by Susan Carulean
“Push for Change”™ by Ann Sihlar
*FactsAbout Geasa” by Angoeles & mien
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