
Introduction to  

Cob Building 

      Cob is a building material 

of clay, sand, water and earth 

that has been used for con-

struction since early times. It 

creates ideal structures as cob 

is fireproof, resistant to seis-

mic activity, and inexpensive.  

Cob materials are local, long-

lasting, non-toxic and low im-

pact. It’s easy for anyone to 

learn cob building. Commu-

nity is enhanced by building 

together.  

     Cob building has seen a re-

vival in recent years by the 

natural building and sustain-

ability movement. This intro-

ductory workshop is also cov-

ers some advanced techniques. Learning Outcomes:  

• A brief introduction to the philosophy and 

history of cob and other natural building 

methods 

• Advantages of building with earth in gen-

eral 

• Essential aspects of building, sculpting 

and finishing cob 

•  Materials:  where to locate them and how 

to test them 

• Siting, foundations and drainage for small 

structures  

• Relevant tools for building 

• Different cob mixes for different situations 

Topics : 

• What is cob? 

• Tools and          

 materials 

• Foundations 

• Cob mixing 

• Building 
• Finishing 

 (plastering) 

Canadian Earth Institute Victoria BC Area 

For more  information or To Register:   Phone:  250-727-9163   

Email:  info@CanadianEarthInstitute.org 

Send name, contact info & cheque made out to Canadian Earth Institute,  

389 Atkins Ave., Victoria, BC  V9B 3A1 


